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World as much as the Pagans themſelves. Ba _ 
been; for bere it was that properiy began the Tranſi 
tion from the true and real ib nominal” Chriſtianity; 
and fo could not but\endeaviuy-10-outwwis and excel 
ebem ut ibeir own Weapons, hy turning \the Badge of 
_ tbe Government againſt them ta: a Bn Mom, am 
rn abeir en Ruin and Deftruttion. ler I con 
out rs the Areoutit-3 


Power. and Ricks, | 


. ſecond: Reaſon is, that: true Chriſtianity ran n 
ver bcger e igelf Strife or Diſſention of -any Kind. 
ts true Chara Ker in the Languag e-of-the — Pro. 
Pbels a Meekneſs and Abundance of Peace; dcoat- 
ding 10 the Doctrine of aur Saviour. and bis . 
i pure and peaceable, gemi and eaſy. in b en- ns 
| 3 fill "of: ood" Works,, nitbout Partiality and 
deri. The Apoſtles indes bad - ſome Differences 
among them, but if the" Origin and Occaſion of tboſe 
_ Diſputes be well: comſturrod, it '40ill clearly appear, 
that they rather proceed from. their:Jewilh Educu- 
C and Prejudices yo ceremonial Laus, _—_ from 
ianity iti, \chief,- or rather: efig, 
is 0 . Men js and better... = 1 am-fo 
fully perſuaded ef: ibis, tbat I am ſure, it was 
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as it * is, by ſpewing that its true Charaſtor is 


to: overcome Evil with Good, the greateſt Barbarians 
in tbe World would be ready to:embrace it as ſoon as 
made ſenſible of it, as on the- contrary, 10 Barbarian 


ever,” or. more. civiliz'd Perſon; will eder enter- 


tain a favourable Notion of it, when be perreives, that 
i is only made. a Snare io enſlave bim into a greater 
| Suljetiton or harder Dependance «pew: n Aube. 


rity, than be would be cnithout it. 


FI ſhould he miſtaken in ibe Truth of thee tae. 
— and ſame other Cauſe of Diſpute could be aſ. 
| fgnd between the Pagans and Chriſtians, it would 
be, I think, of Feat. Importance 10 e 10 | 


know it. 4 


This might: eaſily he done, had. we ſtil the Books 
 wbich PoxPHIRY — Eus r Ius wrote, the firſt a- 
gainſt, and ibe ſecond for Chriſtianity, and ee 


I cannot but equallj lament their Laſs, the it happen d 

from different Reaſons: Thoſe of .PoRPHIR y were at 

| the Inſtance of the Clergy burnt under Tazoposvs 
the Great, aud theſe.ofe Eusk Ius periſb'd by 4 blind 


Zeal for Orthadexy ; for $i.\J8ROME, who. calls bim 
the Chief of Arians, ſays, ihat.of..thirty be wwrote a- 


gainſt PoRPHIRY, ten were loſt in bis Time, and 7 


humbly conceive, if all thoſe Books. could have been an- 
feer'd 10 the Satisfaction of learned and judicious 


Men, none of them would Bone: been Tolls, but als re- 
main ſafe to this Time. 


A to any Objeftion that nay I 3 1 the Refpec- 


tions the Reader will find interſpers'd upon Super ilion 
aud arbitrary Government, as if they bad been better 


publiſb d by themſelves, than built upon an old Hiſtory, 


even allowed 10 be true, I bape they will appear f 


Weight in ibemſelves, and io ariſe 9 from ibe 
Subjeft. Right and juſt Notions of true Relgion and 
civil Government, cannot be ioo frequently, nor impro- 
perly inculcated at any Time, they being ibe only true 


Foundation upon which the Principles of all Equity and 


Goodneſs and Fm m. Is it not for want tf fuch 5 7 
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Er IO ets, ae fone 
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3 that allo our publick Grievances 2 e _ 5 
_ the Meaſures of any Government ju 
are ſo ſeldom redreſi d! and how ol 44 40 Pra ee 
| effeflually get Admüttance there, as when deduc d from 


ancient Talis, in which no Perſon at this Time could. 
have any particular Inteneſt or Concern? -_ 

But as theſe Reflefiions, if they are well grounded, 
will beſides ſerve as @ general and ſufficient Anſwer 1 
all ibe Arguments of late brought again? Chriſtianity, 


and ea thoſe reſulting from à Treatiſe entitled, 


Chriſtianity not founded on Arguments, I hope 


5 they may meet with proper Encouragement in a Chriſ- 


tian Country, and under a civil Government, the beft 
conftituted of any now: in the World, to promote true 
9 _ a free and N h after | 


| Truth. 
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continued it down to the frf# Olympiad: 
We ſhall ſee in the Gains: how Keg 
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Univerſe, and obſerve all its Beauties; we 


_ are no more in a Condition capable to ad- 
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diſcover its Author, and to MRSA 
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1 works Emotions in the 
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Idea which he has of his Religion, in the 
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of Adoration which it preſents to Men, 
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nels: This Religion, I ſay, is ſufficient. to 
fx the Inclination which they feel for Re- 
ligion in general: The Prejudices which 
every one retains in Favour of that wWhere- 
in he was brought up, and which is ſo diſ- 
- ficult to root out, is a very. conMndlhng =» 
Proof of the Reaſonableneſs of the Truth 


This Idea then of Sovereignty, which 
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But hers were certain Animals which 
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But if the Faculty of thinking is not 
really attributed to ſuch a Sort of Matter, 
but only to Matter in general, that is ta 
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Force, and admits of no Reply: Indeed 
the Partizans of this Syſtem may ſay (in 
order to avoid the Force of this Objection) 
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may add to the Happineſs of their Neigh- 
bours, or at leaſt relieve them as much as 
poſſible,” in their Infirmities, or to help 
them out of unforeſeen Misfortunes, it be- 
came natural to theſe honeſt People to de- 
fend themſelves againſt the unjuſt ones. 


Such I take to be the Origin of Civil 
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matter, provided it be faithfully adminiſ- 
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an arbitrary Government which I have been 
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[| miſs'd, or forſaken the Foundation of na- 
©  _ tural and only true Religion, which con- 
| fiſts in applying ourſelves to know well, 
1 and conſequently, love and obey him who 
z zs the Founder and Supporter of our Be- 
{| Ing, and whom tis not enough to, ac- 
||  __ knowledge within ourſelves, but muſt like- 
. wiſe make an open and publick Profeſſion 
1 _ of. worſhipping him, and that in ſuch a 
1} Manner, that we may, at the ſame; Time, 
'T cxcite and cultivate in our Hearts, proper 
EE - 23 of rt eg mee and 
4 Love for him, and of Equity, Compaſſion 
it | and, good Will for all r cow: 
cepting any, as all of em in ſame Manner 
or other, participating. of his Perfections 
Neceſſities; Man being not only mads in the 
Lien of God, after his own Image, but 
Z ſubjecd alſo, as we all are by Nature to the 
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_ % ym has laid the Foundation of the abomi- 
nable, as well as abfurd and fooliſh Reli- 


gion 
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„ i 
| gion of the Exyptians, ſince it tended whol · 
y to conceal from them that moſt impor- 
tant Truth, and the moſt eſſential to the 


Happineſs of a rational Creature, and con- 


fiſted only of meer external Acts of Piety 


and Devotion, whereby they ſerved and 
adored, I do not ſay the Creator together 
with the Creature, as the Idolaters of our - 
Time do, but the Creature alone, laying 
quite a Side the mention of our own, as 
well as their Creator, who is God over all 
Bleſſed for ter. h eo in 
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I might, perhaps, not improperly 
here, - _ 5 = ſhew- — whey op 
rove to him, in 2 full and (convincing 

: Eraoner, that theſe. two Sorts of Idola- 

tries are . both _ criminal, as being both 
_ equally contrary. to, and abſolutely for- 
. bidden by. that Commandment, which ob- 
liges us to render to Cod, and to him alone, 
that inward as well as outward Acknow- 

ledgment of Worſhip and Adoration we 
owe bim, and to no other; but as this 
would lead me beyond the Bounds contain- 
ed in THOTEH“'s Goſmogony, let is ſuſfice to 
* this Hint here, in Hope ſome other 
caſion may offer, to conſider more par- 
ticularly the Conſequences which naturally 
follow from that firſt and fundamental 

Commandment God, as well as our natu- 

ral Duty, has impoled upon us, eſ N 
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the e Worſhip they perf 
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i the Reader pleaſes to recollect together 
with this Hint, what I noted before in my 
fecond Remark, made on that of EuskBI- 
Us's, concerning the Intention the Phæni? 
tians might have had of — to God 


rm'd to 


Plants: For *tis now high Time to reſume 


dur propoſed Deſign, and finiſh the Expli- 
-quition of the twenty-fifth Verſe of Rom. 1. 


which is already begun, Page 84. 
The moſt important and only Difficulty 


which remains in it, and which we muſt 
now remove, conſiſts in the double Mean- 
ing the ep e Tepe is ſuſceptible of, 


fince this 
_— the Creator, according to ARIES 

ONTANUS, Cc. or. againſt the Creator, 
according to the Erhiopic and BEZA's 
Tranſlation, which laſt is agreeable to the 
Meaning which we muſt neceſſarily take 


repoſition can. equally ſignify 


In the thirty-firſt Verſe of the eighteenth 
Cha pter of the Acts of the Apoſtles, where 
Teea tw v, fignifies' in Oppoſition or 

" againſt the Law, as regs To N perm = 


againſt the imperial Conſtitution. 


. We ſhall be fully bind d hie Mead 


ing which we follow is the trueſt, if we 


have regard to the Context of the A poſtle's 


Diſcourſe, and eſpecially to the Connection 
of the Verſe we now explain with the 
6 e twenty- 


1 es} | i 
| twenty-firſt and twenty-eighth 8 where it ia 
ſaid, that the Pagans did not glorify God as. 
God, and retain'd him not in their Knows, 
ledge, i. e. as I have fhewn before, took no 
Notice of him in their publick Worlhip-.,, 
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But that nothing be wanted to ſhew 


more and more the Certainty of this our 
Interpretation, and put it beyond all doubt, 
there is another convincing Proof, which 
we muſt add to the others; it conſiſts in 
its Agreeableneſs with the ancient Tranfla : 
tions of the Scripture, viz. the Hriack, 
that the Heathens wonſbipped and ſerved ide 
Creature rather ban the Creator preferably, 
or in Oppoſition to the Creator, forſaking 
the Creator, &c. Theſe different Manners 
ol interpreting are fo ſtrong, that they ſig- 
nity not only a meer neglecting the Creator, 

_ occaſion'd, e by coatiiering with 
too much Attention, the Wonders of the 
_ Ereation, but alſo a formal Preference, at- 
tended with ſuch a Contempt, as implies 3 
direct Affront; and this is what Beag gives 
us to underſtand by tranſlating. it, prete- 
rito crætore, which means, to paſs by the 
Creator in Favour of the Creature, às we 
uſually do an unworthy Perſon, who in- 
trudes himſelf amongſt honourable ones, 
to whom we had a Mind to ſhew extraor- 
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by the Concluſion, which moſt direftty 


tice of che true Cad in their ſolemn } 


32. which he, PRuo, did not affirm ; but 


BE YT > * * R 1 * * * 
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dinary Marks of Reſpett agreeable to their 


© Such were the Beginnings and Progte 


of Idolatry ; and thus it 18 evident, that 
the Pagen Worſhip * no Manner of Re- 


8 


a * Y * 


ag! give them up, and ftand only 


follows; to wit, that they took ne 


y Law eſtablibhde. © nx 
FFF i %%%” TT: SLY 
This was the Aſfertion I was to prove; 
and that nothing may be wanting, T will 
confirm it by two other Teftimonies, that 


tice of ancient Paganiſm; one, we have 


from Pro 'BisLivs, who in his Preface 


to the "Tranſlation of SancnoniaTHoO'S 
Hiſtory, affirms, that ſuch was the Conſti! 
tution of the State. The particular Way 
he delivers it, which removes: all Doubrs 


that remain thereupon, is roo remarkable 
not to be mentioned; here it follows, as 


it is in EvszB1us's Preparat. Eoanpel. Pag. 


after 


after having read . vaſt N umber, 
he calls a oreſt of Books, which were 'not 
to be found anong the Greeks, | x TED TID 
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The other Teſtimony i is taken frank 86, 


| Paul's Obſer vation upon an Altar formerly 
erected to an unknown god, but as it re- 
quires a particular Difſettatioh, and fur- 
niſhes us beſides with ſeveral RefleAions 
that are - uſeful and proper to the Subſect 
we treat of, it deſeryes'a Chapter pat 4 


Were it is ; ſhew'd, by another Te Alimony of 
— Hatiquity, thab the ancient Pag ans dent 
u Notice of tb true San #1 
lick Worltip, > 3» 
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"the abi Paul. waited: 77 SAE 
1 TO THT at ATHENS, bis Spirit was 
Airred in him, when he”, aw: th e whole % 
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cureans and Stoicks encounter d him, took 
him, and brought him into Areopagus, ſaying, 


may we know: what this new DR: s Merke. 
ae 50 4s feel f 1 


22. Then Wo Pod i in _ ide my IR 


ö io much celebrated; Society, and faid,| ye 
Men of Athens, I perceive tha 
De are too ſuperſtitious. af 


in all e 


$7 9 - 


23. For, as 4 paſſed by and beheld. * De- 


votion, I found an 5 with this Inſerip- 


tion, to the unknown God: H#hom therefore 
ye ignorantly POWs. 1 declare I un- 


5 0 is 
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35 een feng that he is Lord of Heaven 
and Earth, dwelleth not in Temples mhde | 
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8 drew here the Attention of St. 


Paul, was dedicated to a Deity different 
from all the others the Athenians, us'd: to 
worſhip ; unto which, as we are inform" 
from e Authors and Accounts, they 


Had, at a certain Time, when a furious 


Flag ue rag'd among them, offer'd up in 
vai, a great Number of Sacrifices, to be 
delivered 
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rere! fro 
Affliction, but convined at laſt by ſenfible 
Expe 
moſt fervent Prayer 
they were determin 


ther it was EPIMENIDES;-or {ome other, 
is of no Importance) to — 4 an Altar ta 


a God then unknown tõ them; upon which 


they had the Pleaſure and Sarisf dion of x <F 


favourable Anſwer? to their Prayers; but 
as they were {ill ignorant who. this God 
was,” to 'whom they 'ow'd! their Deliver- 
ance; they were reſolvd however, to 

perpetuate the Memory of ſo ſignal a Fa. 
vour they had ſo long and ardently wiſh'd; 
and thereupon 'order'd the Inſcription up- 
on the Altar they had here dedicated 
him, and whoſe Senſe, how plain and ob- 
vious ſoever, has yet been very much miſ- 
taken; and this is what we intend now to 
examine and 1 in a 8 ö aneh full 


Light. | | 2 SS 
WF K * ws ; — e a. NS nate — 8 > ”- 
gh be » 8 2 * - 


ET It has been 7 A chat ""Y 


God here mention'd by St. PAUL; and whe 4 
delivers: thoſe -Idolaters from the Fury of 
this raging Peſtilence, was the: frue Ge. cM 


and ſo far they are right; but they fo 
poſe at the ſame Time, tho? againft 
_ expreſs Teſtimony of the ſame [dolaters; _ 
that as knew the Author of their Deli- 


e "0 2 5 verance, 


n 1 9 woc 4 Al uc 
ience, of the TER > gy their 


ä up, 
in*d, by che Advice and 
Perſuaſion of Te hiloſe pher(whe- 


7 


were the Obſtacles which tl 
Prejudices laid them under. 


bus all the good Diſpoſition of Mind 
Which one would attribute to them on this 


Frote themſelves ter this Diſpoſition, 1 


1255 Y 


1 
\ 


ch I think they are miſs, 
aken. I 2 705 with St. PAUL, 


„ Who ſays 
le to the Romans, Chap.. i. | 
Ver. 18. that Men who retain the Truth in 
Unrighteouſneſs'; or, to ſpeak more clearly, 
who deny the real Exiſtence of ſuch a Be: 
ing, are: inexeuſable, ; becauſe his Works ſo 
plainly ſhew his eternal Power and Godbead : 
But if we rightly conſider the bad Princi- 


_ ples with which thoſe Men were endowed, 


as. We haye | already ſeen, they. were from 


the Coſmogony, whoſe Influence and Belief 


then generally obtain'd, it will not be dif- 


fault to conceive, that theſe Principles 
laid them under ſuch Prejudices, as ren- 
der'd them almoſt incapable of knowing 


the true God; and accordingly. we ſee, that 


when St. Paul. preſented himſelf to their 


Poſterity, to call them to the Knowledge 


of the true God, they were very few who. 


embraced this Worſhip, ſuch, and ſo great 


— 


nat Deity, or (to ſpeak as the Idolaters 
ef our Age do) what Saint they ſhounld 
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and be willing favourably to accept. this 


4 101 1 


3 thee, than the erecting of this Altar 0 
the Honour of a Peity which could know, ' 


2 of their Devotion they were offer- 
ing up to him, notwithſtanding they had 
— diſtinct Knowledge of 3 And as 
this their Behaviour indicates no ſuch In- 
tention in them, as might overturn and 
contradict the Senſe of their Inſeri ption- 
is clearly expreſs'd,. and in ſo 5 7 
Manner ſet up I conceive, even as to this. 
external AQ 1 their Devotion, they muſt 
ſtill paſs for down-ri 1 50 f i and 
therefore muſt, as TERTULLIANUS. did, 
take chele Altars conſecrated to unknown 
| Deities; as an Idolatry more .refin'd than 
the former, or to come ſtill nearer to the 
Manner of expreſſing his Mind, an Athe- 
1 ee as 580 own ei witneſs: 


Leaf, plans, „in 3 ara ar polit. 
3 — wy +; han eff, 


Tan rur- lib. I, adverſus dlc 


; 376 But to: _ fill farther, aur 8 
is even, as I take it, agrecable to that of 
the Apoſtle himſelf, ſince, as it manifeſt. | 
I r ee by his obſerving thats ſerting- 
at unknown God, as they did their 
y 8 Deities, in Temples, he had thereby 
a proper Occaſion! to inform them, that 
"8 anne God, or rather C ed. as; * ; 
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by a Tranſition from the one to the other, 
whom they thought to be like thoſe they 


ferences only by the Way, and two 


che ' Athenian Worſhip — to the 


engage their Attention, by-1 


[ 162 } 


infinuates (that is, from'an'imaginar 


bad been taught by the Coſmogony 0 
Thor) God, we he, ſeetng 22 be 1 
Lord off Heaven and Earib, e e 1⁰ in 
Temples made with Handi. e 7 Fe, wo | 

"By: this Aae of St. Nau vtgechng 
I hope I may be allow*d''to-draw two In- 


F 2 


Which will be as a Coneluſion of all t ” 
Proofs which have ſerved to ſhew; that 


1 * 


nown Sed, was a m K and 
ad- . of Reference 1 to the true 


1 * * 5 
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As to > the firſt, we cannot t enough 0 
mire, or imitate the Wiſdom with which 
this Apoſtle behaved himſelf before the 
Areopagus How he makes uſe of this Oc- 


caſion to preach the true. God to theſe Un- 


believers! How he endeavours to conci- 
Late their Fayour,' and at the ſame Tie 


their Advantage, a ſmall Ra f 8 
that this 1 f 8 5 4 
Ety here ſuggeited him With what 5 u- 
dence he fets 4a Va ue upon this Token of 
their Superſtition, to bring them to the 
firſt * of „ * 2 
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they had loſt, by ſuffering themſelves to 
be ſo deeply prepoſſeſsd With the: atheiſti- 
cal Principles of THOTEH's Coſmogony ! This 

was, as We ſay, to take them at the grea- 
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Secondly, we may infer from the Res 
flection St. PAUL makes upon the Nature 
of the Author and Lord of the:Uniyerſe; 
to make them ſenſible of the Abſurdity 

which they fall into, who pretend to fix 
him to any particular Place; and that all 

thoſe who regard Churches or Temples of 


the Chriſtians, otherwiſe: than convenient 


and proper Places for their religious AG 
ſemblies, whether it be to pray. together; 
or to hear or deliver edifying Diſcourſes, 

| to encourage one another to live piouſly, 
ſoberly and godlily, and to make a 55 
lemn and unaniniaus Profeſſion of Livi ng 
accordingly, ſhew thereby, that their Idea 
or Notion of God, is not more rational 
than that of the Athenians. | > 


_ +. Hence it appears, how far they may be 
wrong, who diſprove ſpeaking: of God 
and Religion but in. conſecrated: Places; 
ing, Superſtition muſt ſtill prevail; for if 
contrary . to our, Saviour's Revelation, 
which 1 conceive to be the moſt eſſential 
Part of the Goſpel, God ought. to be 
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 worſhipp'd in particular Places, that muf 


may the more freel 
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zians ſhould be aſhamed. to appear there, | | 
Minds and Hearts. 1 


pA indulge themſelves in 


other Places and Times, in any Thing 
which might not ſo well ſuit God's Wor- 


ſhip in Spirit and in Truth, which is juſt 
the Reverſe: of what St. Pau! ſo conforma- 
bly to natural Religion ſays, 1 Cor. x. 31. 


whatſoever. ye do, do all to the Glory of God. 


From which Reflection it might naturally 


follow, that inſtead of conſecrating Places 


for Worſhip, we ſhould rather make of any 


Place of Diverſion ſuch Places, as no Chri/- 


or baniſh God for ſome Time fron 


” 
5 
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But farther, if that Place of Learning 
(Areopagus) without any Conſecration, be- 
came in a Manner a Place of Worſhip, 


why ſhould not any conſecrated one, he- 
come a Place of Learning likewiſe to the 


Glory of God? vy 

I remember to have read of a Pagan 5 
Temple in Egypt, where, in order to fix 
and determine the Length of the Year by - 


the heliacal Riſing and Setting of the 
Stars, a Circle was contrived in the Build- 
ing, and divided in 365 Parts, each Pare 

containing a Day, where ſuch an Obſerva- 


N 


tion was mark'd: What Inconvenience 
B . would 


would there be, if our loſty Cathedral, 
_ Inſtead of being lock*'d and unlock'd for 
Shew and Reward, it was all the Day 
| long left open, and employ'd in ftill-bet- 
ter Obſervations, to improve the Know- 
ledge of Afronomy as well as Religion, and 
other uſeful Learning, by free and open 
Converſations, which might be done with 
out any Diſturbance, and with much Edi- 
fication, provided no Venders be ſuffered 
there, and any rude or uncivil Perſon be 
immediately turnꝰd out? How greater the 
Advantage reſulting from thence, than 
the Conſecration would be, every-body 
might ſoon perceiv es? 


— 


God indeed condeſcended formerly to 
ive ſome Tokens of his Preſence in the 
: Cemple. of Feruſalem, but this was only 55 
for particular Reaſons, which ſubſiſt no 
more, ſince Chriſt came to inform us, that 
the true Worſhippers- ought to worſhip 
neither at Feruſalem, or in the Mountain 
of Samaria, but every-where they ſhall 
henceforth worſhip the Father in Spirit 
and in Truth; ſo it was foretold, Mal. i. 
the going dawn: of the- ſame, my Name all | 
be great among: the. Gentiles, and in every © 
Place Incenſe ſhall be offered; unto my Mam, 
| and e pure Offering; for my Name all-be « 


Nis \ 


* * „ 7 


3 — 
„„ or” Bee" VE BA 7 AD; aA oe 
* 


r * 
7 
* a 


„ 
IF 9 


— 


who were aſſembled in the Are 
tended, after he had repreſented te chem, 

how God vouchſaf d to be the Refuge af. 
their Anceftors in an extraordinary  Cala- 
mity, exhorted them to make him the 
only and conſtant Object of their Devo- 

tion. It is he who gave them to under- 
ſtand, who is the true feds me gower, an Ex- 


« wi 1 
nong | be * Heathen, mw oth Lor. 0% 


lnftruRicn; 3 ol le gave to all thoſe 


prefiion ſo proper to make them Conc eive 5 
the Relation that God has to us, as being 


our beſt and neareſt Parent, ſince it is in 
him we live, we move and have our Be- 
ing, and is conſequently ſuch as we may 
have recourſe to with A on all ne- 


cefſary Occaſions; and theſe are fuch Qua- 


 lities,. as were not to be found in any of | 
their Gods, acknowledg'd by 
— whole — was! > oftabliſlyd' by 


the State, 


OS. 


The third: ane viola 1 at 


leak with reſpect do the Deſign I have 


| here in View, in producing this famous 
Act or Monument of Antiquity, with the 
Apoſtle Paul, to ſhew, that it was a con- 
Ad and univerſal Practice among the au- 
cient”, n, to take no Notice of the 

N | true 
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 cuſtomed to give to the other Deities eſta» 


would have . p'd none elſe but him, 
but we find on 3 contrary, that they 


their publick Worſhip, that mark'd roar 
Preference of the true God ab 
cher. Peities, much leſs chat they excluded 


twenty-third and twent 
this Chapter, that the Altar 2 o 
his Deity, had voching that 
it from thoſe eredte 
on the - cont 
and more honourable enn hat gave 
_ 4 Fre eminence; for theſe — 


zune God in thi 


che Workip — 50 * + — Gods 
was the very ſame as that they were ac - 


bliſhed by Law among 
clearly. follows, that: 

ſuch Idea or . 
belongs to the true C050. pare” — chemi als 
ly ſuppoſed bim a God of the ſame Kind 
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tar was ſcarce viſible, and appear'd leſs 
remarkable than that of the obſcureſt and 
meaneſt Saint in the Church of Nome. 
Nothing therefore is more plain, than that 


this unknown God, who had delivered them 
from the Plague, was not look*d upon by 
them as the only true God or ſovereign Be- 


ing; there can remain no Doubt, but the 


particular Act of Worſhip they paid him 


on Occaſion of this Deliverance, as well as 
the Worſhip they continued afterwards to 
give him, was an Act of Idolatry; and, 
tarther, that we muſt aſcribe to the Preju- 
dices of their Education, in Favour of 

THoOTH's Coſmegony, the Unhappineſs and 


which God then afforded them, of coming 
to the true Knowledge of his Will. To 


procure them ſo great a Bleſſing and Hap- 
pineſs, another and laſt Effort of the di- 

a vine Goodneſs and Wiſdom, that was 
much more general or remarkable, was 


neteffary ; ſuch was the Revelation and 
I make no Doubt, but the wiſeſt among 
them had a Notion of their Deliverer, 


in Preaching him to them; ſince we find 
a great many Pagans I could name, as Ci- 
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exko in particular, who K $1 God in 
a Manner conſiſtent enough with the right 
Notion Chriftians have of him, and a- 
ſham'd to ſee ſo groſs an Idolatry; as that 
which obtain'd Kill in his Time by Law 
eſtabliſh'd, could wiſh that we might be 

induc'd to believe, that they look*'d upon 
their different Deities, as only allegorical, 
and ſerved merely to repreſent the diffe- 
rent Attributes or Perfections of the ſu 
preme Being. But it is as certain, as St. 
Paul reproaches them with, that the great- 
eſt and wiſeſt among them, mov d by 
mercenary and ſelfiſh Views, thought fit 
to leave the Bulk of the People in the Ig- 
norance of the Truth, and even to encou- 
rage them, both by their Examples and 
Authority, zealouſſy to perſiſt in the 
Worſhip of their ancient falſe Deities; 
and hence we muſt conclude, that thoſe 
who were clear - ſighted enough to believe 
there could not be more than one God, 
and he alone the Author of their Deliver- 
ance, were cunning, or wicked enough, 
which is not without Precedent in our 
Age, to ſuffer no Alteration in the State- 
Worſhip, foreſeeing, no doubt, tho? with 
leſs Ability and Caution than our Politi- 
cians, that ſuch a Change might inſtil in 


ledge, as would make them too rational, 
too free, and too couragious, and: conſe- 
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tion, and other ſpecious and plauſible Rea- * 
ſons which always terminate to the Profit 
of the Governors, but ve- 


ry ſeldom to that of the Subject. 
A fourth and laſt Inference, that the 


Remarks we have made upon this Paſſage 


St. Pau / furniſhes us with, is, that we 
Cannot enough be ſenſible of, or ſufficient- 
Iy acknowledge, the Obligation we have 


to our Lord and Saviour Feſus Ghrift, for 


having brought us to the Knowledge of 
the true God, by the Calling of the Gen- 
tiles, whoſe Poſterity we are, and for ha- 
ving confirm'd and eſtabliilyd us in this 
Knowledge, by the Principles of natural 
Religion he taught us, which conſiſts 
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in making ſuch an Uſe of our Reaſon, 


that we can pay to the Father a more ra- 
tional and agreeable Worſhip, than that 
of the Jews; and this is what we are ſure 


of performing, when we worſhip. him in 


Spirit and in Truth, or in other Words, 
when we love him above all Things, and 


our Neighbours as ourſelves. For, F we 
pretend to love God without loving our Neigh- 
 bour, we are Liars, and the Truth. is not in 


15, 1 John iv. 20. becauſe *tis impoſlible 
ſhipping God in Spirit, can be er 
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the JOVE we ought to have for our Neigh · 
bour, is not as real as that we have for 
ourſelves. God being an infinitely perfect 
Being, and conſequently Self. fufficient, he 
has no need of any of our Oblations, and 
requires of us nothing but the Worſhip and 
Homage of our Hearts: An Homage we 
ought always to ſhew, by our perfect Sub- 
miſſion and Confidence in king; and with 
Reference to our fellow Creatures, by the 
Offices, and real Aſſiſtance we give 
them, each Time «that a 1 wy] 
Opportunity offers it 
Chriff, to ſhew us how jew berg Dd 
ven this Doctrine is, declares to us, that 
all that he taught and revealed for the 
GSood. and Advantage of Mankind, is re- 
duced to thoſe two Prevopts, which being 
no leſs the Dictates of Reaſon than Reve- 
lation, it follows, that natural and re- 
veal'd Religion are the ſame, which will 
always appear clear and certain to thoſe 
that duly conſider the End and Deſign of 
Revelation, and its cloſe Aﬀenity- and 
Connection with the firſt 9 1 s of | 
Reaſon or natural Religion. wy 
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judge of all Our Thoughts and Actions; 5 
all that contributes to the Happineſs of 


our Neighbour, is agreeable to this Rule, 


and all that tends to his Unhappineſs, is 


 - Contrary thereto. 


Every ſovereign Prince, that governs 
by this Rule, may juſtly- boaſt of his be- 
ing a Chriſtian Prince, do as you would be 
done by; to govern by other Meaſures, is 
to be a THoTH. If thoſe who ſet up for 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, would in earneſt 
act by this Rule, they would then become 
Chriſtians themſelves, and ceaſe to be Anii- 


. chriſtians. 


It is by following theſe Principles, that 
every Man may render himſelf acceptable 
to God, and acquire all the Knowledge 
that is neceſſary to Salvation, and tis of 
ſuch as ſincerely retain and embrace them 
in their Hearts, that Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks, . 
when he ſays, that they ſhall know by 
the Conformity of this Doctrine, or Rule, 
to theſe Principles, or what is the ſame, 
to thoſe two | which he redu- 
ces all the Law and the Prophets, whe- 
ther this Doctrine is that of the Father; 
that is to ſay, a Doctrine agreeable to na- 
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that the Ignorance of it deprives us of All 
the Means and Encourag ements we natu- 
rally have within ourſelyes, as well as 
from the Goſpel (whoſe chief Intent is to 
revive them i RY to Hee; virtuous 5 26d 
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nefs acquired, but by uſing a paper Means 
towards it, which conſiſts only in the Diſ- 
charge of our Duty. Such is the Order of 

Nature, or rather of God, 1 ho, made it ſo, 
for God has not created Man. hap Ji „ but 
only to become ſo by the right Uſe he 

| ſhould make of his Application and proper 
Endeayours directed by that Reaſon he is 
endowed with. . Every. Thing. ſhews, this 
to be true; ſince, 1 — — our Birth, till Rea- 
ſon affords us a Capacity and Willing- 

neſs, we can do nothing of ourſelves, 
without which we cannot be happy, be- 
cauſe Happineſs is never Happinels kill we 
have deſerv'd it. An Heir to a great For- 
bun is, indeed, generally be to 5 
J. Happier than another Man, Who my 
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or too faſt; in nen fach a Propenfion, 
and dare wreſt this Fruit before its Time, 
never fail to become the unhappieſt of 
Men: And'thenee it follows; that the chief, 
or rather the ehh Thing we muſt do to b 
Happy, is to mind our tute Duty, Amel 
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Buy natural Religion, which I here af - 
firm to be the only true Religion, I mean 

not any occult Quality, which we know 
no more of, than how the Sun communicates 

its Light to us, but a rational Reflection 
made within ourſelves; according to which, 


juſtly conſidering the Dependance we have 


upon the great Author of our ons we 
thin! ill to 
our own, being perſuaded that this Prefe- 
rence and Regard we ſhew him, as the Sor 
vereign or — Parent of All, and 
| ee ſuch only from the Principle 
of bis own infinite Goodneſs, is the ſureſt 
Means to engage the Continuance of this 
Goodneſs towards us, and confequently, 
that we cannot j ny pretend to any Secu- 
our Happineſs, any 


longer than we continue in thoſe Senti- 
ments of Love and Gratitude towards him. 


his is the Manner in which I conceive 


that Men can only merit the Character of 
good or bad, righteous or unrighteous, 


yirtuous or vicious, and by which alone 


we ſhould diſtinguiſh the true. Religion 


from the falſe on. | 
But this is not all, for we ought. to con- 
ceive, that the Love of our Neighbour is 
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tend to love God, and at the ſame Time 
love not our Neighbour, that we are Li- 
ars, this would appear plain and evident; 
but to remedy: chis Imperfection which is 
3 able from the Eſtate of a created Be- 
Lobſerve this. Method : L ceaſe conſi- 
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